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If ye then be risen with Christ, 


seek those things which are 


above .... 
* 
Set your affection on things 


above, not on things of the 
earth.---Col. 3:1-2. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Need Awareness of Toll of Race Prejudice 





Prelude to Brotherhood 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Your editorial of February 28 was most 
timely, coming as it did in Brotherhood 
Week. 

It was a shock to realize that the Earn- 
est Worker, my guide in teaching a Bible 
class for twenty-five years, evidently in- 
tended to leave the Negro out of the les- 
son, “Jesus Among People of Other Races,” 
for March 27. 

This is the attitude expressed by a 
minister last year who said from the pul- 
pit, “The trouble with the church is it 
treats the race question as an imperative 
instead of an incident.” 

In the performance of a great symphony 
the musicians sit close together and play 
in unison. If an instrument becomes 
silent or a false note is sounded, the com- 
poser of the work is offended. Can we 
imagine the Creator of life’s symphony as 
less exacting? 

By what right have Christians to preach 
“brotherhood,” while closing their eyes to 
the wreckage of warped personality and 
frustrated ambitions of millions as a re- 
sult of race prejudice? “Whatever crushes 
individuality is despotism, by whatever 
name it may be called,” says John Stuart 
Mill. 

Says H. G. Wells, “There is no more evil 
thing in the world than race prejudice.” 

Many great souls, like Carver, Washing- 
ton, Moton, and Mary Bethune McCloud 
burst the bonds and rose to great spiritual 
and intellectual heights. But numberless 
have gone down in battle. Those who have 
been artists, denied access to museums of 
art with their treasures of beauty. Dr. 
Carver had to write and get permission 
from the curator of a museum in a south- 
ern city to see his portrait which hung 
there. Many long to write but are denied 
the use of libraries. Others would be 
doctors, dentists and lawyers to better 
serve their race, but are refused admission 
to institutions giving the necessary train- 
ing. 

It is evident we need to follow more 
closely in the footsteps of the meek and 
lowly Jesus. Then and only then can we 
open our hymnboks and sing without 
hypocrisy, 


" “Rise up, O men of God! 
His Kingdom tarries long; 
Bring in the day of brotherhood 
And end the night of wrong.” 


M. B. WHITMER. 
Bristol, Tenn. 


Distorted and Misleading 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
dated March 7... contained an article on 
Wm. C. and Isabel McCain Brown. 

In commenting upon this article we feel 
that the Browns are a valuable asset to 
this community of Harveyton. They are 
doing a splendid job and we feel very for- 
tunate in having them with us. We are 
fully in accord with their work. However 
it is our thought that the portion of this 
article which refers to living conditions 
is very much distorted and misleading to 
a large degree and tends to discredit our 
company and the people who live in the 
community and we further think that the 
Browns work could actually be hindered 
by such adverse publicity. 

There are many good things in our town 


which we are proud of. The job the 
Browns are doing is one of them. We are 
of the opinion that the portion of the arti- 
cle referred to above does not contribute 
to the general advancement of our com- 
munity and to the work Bill Brown and 
his wife are doing. 
H. M. GALLAHER, 
General Superintendent. 
Harvey Coal Corp., 
Harveyton, Ky. 


Dr. Allan on Laymen 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

° . The article entitled “The Laymen 
in the Church and the World,” by Dr. 
Allan (OUTLOOK, March 14) . is one 
of the clearest articles pertaining to the 
subject of the layman and his activities 
in the church that I have seen. I gave a 
copy of this to the vice-president of our 
National Council of Presbyterian Men and 
he agrees with me that it should be made 
available for . the thousand or more 
leaders in our National Council. ... This 





needs to be broadcasted much more widely 
than that. I should like to see a copy go 
to every one of our pastors. ... This ar- 
ticle states better than we have been able 
to do it the purpose of our National Coun- 
cil of Presbyterian Men. It must indicate 
that our allied men in the Presbyterian 
Church, US, think the same way that we 
GO. «ss 
PAUL MOSER, 

Executive Secretary. 
National Council of Presbyterian Men 
New York. 


Presbyterial Husband 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Please send me 10 copies of THE OUT. 
LOOK for March 21. I am one of those 
“husbands of Presbyterial presidents” ang 
I like Mrs. Beard’s “poem.” How very 
right she is. 

MARION R. WELLFORD, 

New Orleans, La. 


My hat is off to Mrs. Joseph Beard for 
her tribute “To a Husband.” Any “pres. 
byterial president husband” must enjoy it. 
Here’s hoping they all read it. Mine did 
and enjoyed it. 


MRS. B. N. McCOMB, 
Baton Rouge, La. 





Radio Schedule 





Full Complement of Easter Programs Listed 





Network programs scheduled for the 
Easter season have been announced as 
follows: (Time given is Eastern Stand- 
ard. Consult local station schedules for 
variations. ) 


Monday through Friday, April 10-15 
NBC—12:15 P. M., Holy Week Services. 


Tuesday, April 12 
AIBC, Television—8:00 P. M., Golgotha. 


Wednesday, April 13 
NBC—11:30 A. M., Handel’s 
Bethany College Choir. 


Messiah, 


Thursday, April 14 
ABC—10:30 P. M., Robert Shaw Chorale. 


Friday, April 15 
NBC—12:05 A. M., Concordia College Choir. 


Saturday, April 16 
NBC—2:00 P. M., Hollywood Easter Pro- 
gram. 
NBC—5:30 P. M., South Denver 
School Choir. 


High 


EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 17 


CBS—6:00 A. M., Moravian Service, Wins- 
ton-Salem, N. C. 
NBC—7:00 A. M., Walter Reed Hospital. 


7:30 A. M. 
ABC—Washington Cathedral. 
NBC—Radio City Service. 
CBS—Knight Templars, Arlington Ceme- 
tery. 





8:00 A. M. 
ABC—Hollywood Bowl. 
CBS—-Palm Springs, Calif. (8:15) 
NBC—Grand Canyon (8:05) 


8:30 A. M. 
CBS—Garden of the Gods. 
NBC—Great Lakes Naval Training Sta- 
tion. 
Southern network of independent stations: 
Baptist Hour. 


9:00 A. M. 
ABC—St. Paul’s Chapel, New York. 
MBS—Pasadena, Calif., service, 


9:30 A. M. 
MBS—Miami Senior High School Chorus. 


9:45 A. M. 
CBS—St. Paul’s Chapel, New York. 


10:00 A. M. 
CBS—Jos. Fort Newton. 
NBC—Ralph W. Sockman. 


10:30 A. M. 
OBS—Catholic “Church of the Air.” 


11:30 A. M. 
ABC—Catholic Hour of Faith. 
CBS—Salt Lake City Choir. 


12:00 Noon 
MBS—Wings Over Jordan. 
NBC—Stanford University service. 


1:00 P. M. 
CBS—Archibald MacLeish’s “The Son of 
Man” with CBS Symphony and 
chorus. 


1:30 P. M. 
ABC—4J. S. Bonnell, National Vespers. 


3:30 P. M. 
ABC—Pre-Easter choir rehearsals trans- 
scribed from European cathe- 
drals. 


4:30 P. M. 
ABC—Robert Shaw Chorale. 


6:00 P. M. 
NBC—Catholic Hour. 


6:30 P. M. 
ABC—Greatest Story Ever Told. 


8:30 P. M. P 
MBS—Triumphant Hour, with radio an 
motion picture actors. 


9:30 P. M. 
NBC—American Album of Familiar Music. 
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Youth Cabinet. 


versity. 





Young People Back University 


E & R Denominational Foreign Project Is J apanese Institution 
Cleveland, O. (RNS).—The Youth Fellowship of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church will concentrate on the proposed Christian 
University in Japan as its foreign project for 1949-50, according to 


a decision reached here at the annual meeting of the denomination’s 


In announcing the decision, Wilson Cheek, the denomination’s 
director of youth work, said every local Evangelical and Reformed 
Youth Fellowship will not only study the problems of Christian edu- 


eation in Japan, but will also contribute financially to the new uni- 


These contributions, he explained, will be in addition to the 
$100,000 which the Board of International Missions of the Evangeli- 


cal and Reformed Church has already pledged toward the institution. 








Woman’s Work Adds Staff Member 


Mrs. Parkes of Red Cross Service Will Succeed Mrs. MacLeod 


Mrs, John L. Parkes will be the as- 
sistant secretary of woman’s work for 
the Presbyterian Church, US, succeed- 
ing Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, now 
executive secretary of the United Coun- 
cil of Church Women. 

Mrs. Parkes will come to her new 
duties from the position of administra- 
tive assistant in nursing service in the 
North Atlantic Region of the American 
Red Cross. She has been stationed in 
New York City. 

This new staff member of the Atlanta 
committee is the widow of the late John 
Lindsay Parkes who was pastor of the 
Presbyterian, US, church in Bethesda, 
Md., at the time of his death in 1939. 
An earlier pastorate had been in Spen- 
cer, N. C. 

Mrs. Parkes was Dorothy Dilgarde, a 
native of Gormania, W. Va. She at- 
tended Mary Baldwin College, West Vir- 
ginia University (music), and at New 
York University she studied personnel 
administration. She has one daughter, 
how a student at West Virginia Wes- 
leyan College. 

She has had extensive experience in 
the program and activities of the women 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
and she has been active in interdenomi- 
national work as the Presbyterian repre- 
sentative in the Washington, D. C., Fed- 





eration of Churches and as a member of 
the Interracial Fellowship, New York. 

From 1939 to 1942 Mrs. Parkes was 
on the Washington staff of the National 
Red Cross and since that time she has 
been assigned to her present work. She 
is expected to take up her new duties 
in Atlanta in May. 





MRS. JOHN L. PARKES 
Joins staff of woman’s work. 


“Good Faith” Marks 
Acquaintance Plans 
According to McCain 


Member of Cooperation and Union 
Committee Comments on Report 


“Members of the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union are in good faith 
presenting ways and means of acquain- 
tance with the Presbyterian Church, 
USA,’’ according to a formal statement 

issued by J. R. Mec- 
Cain, Decatur, Ga., a 
member of that com- 
mittee. 












In commenting on 
the program offered 
by the Assembly’s 
permanent committee 
(OUTLOOK, Feb. 14, 
21), Dr. McCain says 
he has been asked by 

r representatives of 
Dr. McCain those favoring and 
opposing Presbyterian reunion to make 
his statement. In it he reviews the pro- 
cedure at the last Assembly and tells 
of his formulation of a resolution with 
L. Nelson Bell which Dr. Bell later pre- 
sented. This resolution called for the 
plan of reunion to be held in abeyance 
for five years while confining the com- 
mittee “to exploring avenues of acquain- 
tance and cooperation only.” (Editorial, 
p. 8.) 

Dr. McCain says that at the recess 
period which interrupted the debate ‘‘a 
group from both sides got together and 
requested Dr. King to present the reso- 
lution with an amendment permitting 
the permanent committee to complete 
the plan.’’ The preamble, he _ said, 
stressed the Program of Progress and 
evangelism, discouraged “agitation” of 
the subject of reunion, and carried a 
definite recognition of the committee’s 
original purpose in cooperation as well 
as union. This preamble, according to 
Dr. McCain, ‘‘in the hurry of consulta- 
tion . . . was omitted. As far as I 
am aware, there was no objection what- 
ever voiced to it.” 

Questioned Moderator 

He says that in the course of the de- 
bate, when he specifically asked the 
moderator if cooperation must be omit- 
ted, the Moderator replied that, accord- 
ing to the motion, it was not. ‘‘There is 
no doubt whatever in my mind, as the 
one who framed the wording of the sub- 
stitute motion,” says Dr. McCain, “that 
the Committee on Cooperation and 








Union has authority to experiment with 
the various forms of acquaintance with 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, without 
any further permission from the General 
Assembly. On the other hand, I am 
frank to admit that the detailed plans 
and specifications of the proposed report 
of the committee . . are sufficient to 
raise doubts and perhaps resentment on 
the part of opponents of union. The 
committee has certainly not taken any 
action on its own initiative which could 
be criticized: and [I think it is entirely 
within its rights to bring the report to 
the General Assembly. [| think the com- 
mittee has used poor judgment in pro- 
posing such an all-out plan of acquain- 
tance and cooperation.’ ’ 

Dr. McCain says he proposed that the 
committee define ‘‘exploring’’ in terms 
“to indicate that it is supposed to take 
some initiative in suggesting ways and 
means whereby the denominations may 
become better acquainted.” 


Expects No Difficulty 


In looking toward the coming Assem- 
bly, Dr. McCain does “not believe there 
will be any difficulty . in working 
out an agreement as to the extent to 
which efforts will be made.” ‘‘Person- 
ally,’ he says, ‘“‘] hope that we may move 
rather slowly in the matter.”’ 

In his conclusion, he says: 

“T am by no means convinced that 
closer acquaintance will necessarily lead 
to a desire for union. If may easily 


convince both sides that separate 
churches may render more valuable 
service. Without acquaintance and an 


effort at cooperation, I do not know how 
we can have real evidence for either 
viewpoint. 

“My own personal interest through- 
out the whole discussion is to have a 
period of denominational harmony dur- 
ing which we may work on the Program 
of Progress, especially on our evange- 
listic effort, without clashing opinions 
and divisions. 

“Tt earnestly ask that all conduct the 
discussions without bitterness and that 
all may unite in promoting the great 
causes of our church and of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 


Committee Chairman Comments 
On Statement by Dr. McCain 


Asked te comment on the statement 
by Dr. McCain (see above), Dunbar H. 


DUNBAR H. OGDEN 
Sees a fact and an opinion. 


Ogden, New Orleans, chairman of the 
General Assembly’s Committee on Co- 
operation and Union, has prepared the 
following: 

“In Dr. MecCain’s article there is a 
statement of fact and an expression of 
opinion. Mark well the distinction. 

“He clears the atmosphere in his 
documented presentation of the fact that 
by the compromise reached in the 1948 
General Assembly discussion of, and ac- 
tion upon, the Plan for Reunion is to be 
held in abeyance for the period of five 
years; but that increased acquaintance 
and cooperation between the USA and 
US Churches is not to be held in abey- 
ance during that five year period. This 
important fact should be known by all 
officers and members of our Southern 
Church, many of whom have been mis- 
informed by some opponents of reunion. 

“Dr. MecCain’s personal opinion is an- 
oher matter. The opinions of able men 
differ. He thinks that our committee 
used ‘“‘poor judgment” in proposing such 
an all-out plan of acquaintance and co- 
operation, but he does not express op- 
position to the avenues themselves. Cer- 





The Donkey Returned 


The Lord has need of it and will send it back here 
immediately.—Mark 11:3 (R. S. V.) 


Che old star-song of granite’s founding day, 


W tne. STONES beneath His feet were poised to chant 


Ie rode beyond all laughter and appraising rant, 
Along the tattered wavings of the human way. 
On such a day a king might proudly sack 
The world, and scorn a stable man’s consent; 
But He gave pledge to send the donkey back: 
A victor, minding what a neighbor lent. 


Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


—JOHN M. WALKER, Jr. 








tainly a large number of equally abie 
men think that, as a servant of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, the committee’s duty was 
to list the reasonable avenues of ip. 
creased acquaintance and cooperation 
and present them. Of course, the Gen- 
eral Assembly is to decide which of thege 
suggested avenues are to be entered. 
“Very significant is Dr. McCain’s 
statement relative to decision in fayor 
of, or in opposition to, reunion. He 
writes: ‘Without acquaintance and an 
effort at cooperation [I do not know how 
we can have real evidence for either 
viewpoint.’ ”’ 
DUNBAR H. OGDEN. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Louisville Students Name 
Officers for New Year 

George W. Gunn, Fulton, Mo., has 
been named president of the student 
body at Louisville Seminary for the com- 
ing year. Other officers are: John G. 
DeKruyter, Mushyon, Mich., vice-presi- 
dent; Dean A. Bailey, Memphis, secre- 
tary; and George L. Warren, Louisville, 
treasurer. 





ATS Names Leaders 
Of Student Body 

Assembly’s Training School students 
in Richmond, Va., have elected Mary 
Stuart Hatch, Charlotte, N.C., as their 
president for the new year. Also elected 
were: Neva Delgado, Tampa, Fla., vice- 
president; Marian Fisk, Atlanta, secre- 
tary; Elizabeth Mattison, Columbia, §S. 
C., treasurer. Committee chairmen are: 
Mary Ann Craig, Spruce Pine, N. C.; Sa- 
rah Walker, Charlotte, N. C.; Barbara 
Swearingen, Orlando, Fla. 





The Inquiring 
Reporter Asks: 


Readers have answered the ques- 
tions of the Inquiring Reporter (OQUT- 
LOOK, March 21) in the following 
manner: 











1. Do you think women should be ap- 
pointed in the same ratio as men on 
church committees? YES, 80%; NO, 
20%. 

2. Do you think women should have 
a part in determining policies of the 
church locally and/or higher? YES, 
100%. 

3. Would you favor women elders in 
those churches that wantea them? YES, 
66.7%; NO, 33.3%. 

Women ministers in those churches 
that wanted them? YES, 60%; NO, 
40%. 

4. Would you be willing for the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, to accord women 
all the rights and privileges and offer 
them all the opportunities which are 
now offered men? YES, 73.3%; NO, 
26.7%. 
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@ When (!) is eternal life? Does it begin at death or before? 
These questions are answered in the following article. 


Eternal Life---and Today 


The little fellow had found the 
booklet in which his grand- 
mother’s wedding vows were printed, 
and he was fascinated by the high- 
sounding phrases that he could barely 
read. “To be true always... .” He 
had heard the word ‘always’ before, but 
not until now had it struck home with 
such solemn sound. And he wondered 
just what it meant. 


hs RANNY, when is always?”’ 


How many of us can answer the 
little boy? To ask “When is al- 
ways?" is to tie up eternity with time. 
And not all of us know the relation 
between the two. Often we think 
of eternal life as entirely beyond 
time. We picture ourselves living on 
this earth for a span of years and 
then, when we die, finding eternal life 
beginning. It is that eternal life be- 
yond the grave which is the “always.” 


Eternal Life Is a Present Possession 


There is some truth in this kind of 
thinking, but it does not do justice to 
the heart of the New Testament. ‘‘He 
who hears my word and believes him 
who sent me, has eternal life,’’ says Je- 
sus to the carping Pharisees. Has eter- 
nal life; that present tense is vital. Je- 
sus revealed the marvelous truth that 
eternal life does not wait to begin until 
time has ended; it exists in time. It 
is the actual living in the here and now 
of the one who really lives at all. Eter- 
nal life is not an extension beyond time; 
it is the quality of all true living in the 
present. It is a way of life—Christ’s 
way. 

For the valid things of life do not 
depend on the amount of time in which 
we live them; they are independent of 
our circumstances. A man may be con- 
tent to punch a time-clock that records 
his toil for his daily bread, but for the 
task in which he takes deep personal 
pride he asks no eight-hour law. A 
woman may be happy that her husband 
has had an increase in wages, but her 
love for him does not depend on the 
amount he makes. A youth who really 
cares for virtue does not ask how long 
he can afford to revel in a fast life be- 
fore he turns to honor. Truth and love 
and honor are independent of the 
amount of time we have, and yet we 
must find them in the time in which we 
live or we do not find them at all. Time 
is all a glorious present to the one who 
knows the meaning of eternal life; he 
follows the profound thinking of the 
little girl who said happily, ‘‘Yester- 
day is tomorrow, isn’t it?” 








*Dr. Love is professor of biblical in- 
lerpretation at Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary. He is one of the contributing 
editors of this paper. 
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By JULIAN PRICE LOVE* 
* 


Again and again the New ‘Testa- 
ment rings the changes on _ this 
thought that real life is an eternal 
present. ‘The free gift of God is eter- 
nal life,” declares Paul. “This is the 
testimony,” writes the beloved apos- 
tle, “that God gave us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son.” Eternal 
life is our present possession. We 
do not wait for it until some distant 
dream-time. It is the quality of all 
true living now; it is God’s way of 
life that it always eternal. 


Eternal Life Is a Moral Transformation 


This may startle us until we realize 
that before we can live eternally. radical 
changes must take place within us. Un- 
til they do, our prejudices rule us as 
our self-centeredness hems usin. Until 
they do, our passions fritter away God’s 
image in our souls. Until they do, our 
fancies flit from this to that like the 
butterfly in the meadow. Our affections 
are all bound up today with what is 
gone tomorrow. 

But when eternal life takes hold upon 
us, our perspective of the daily round is 
new. Our affections settle down, our 
imaginations cease to rove, our purposes 
are focused on one steadfast goal. For 
the ‘‘great change’’ that is so often re- 
ferred to at funerals does not take place 
at the time of our physical death; it oc- 
curs when the new life begins here. The 
wall of separation is not between this 
world and the next; it is rather between 
the life on earth that is worldly and the 
life on earth that is of the eternal kind. 

Failure to understand this has led to 
much cynicism on the part of those 
“realists” who assume they have seen 
life when they know its seamy side. 


“T don’t want any of your Christian 
immortality,” sneered a young man 
whose soul had been’ mortally 
wounded in the war. “I’ve seen what 
men are like. Goodness is never any- 
thing but a veneer. At heart all men 
are foul and no one can make them 
any different. This life is bad enough; 
I don’t want to think of it going on 
forever.” 


Well, neither would we, but that is 
not the Christian thought. Such ’’life’’ 
as that young man had witnessed is not 
the kind that goes on forever. 

It is only a transformed life, a re- 
newed man, that is eternal. “We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Fa- 
ther, we too might walk in newness of 
life.” Newness of life! That is it, the 


new man in Christ is the eternal man. It 
was on the strength of this faith that 
Jesus-led Martha at the grave of her 
brother to the deep new truth which she 
had never guessed, ‘‘Whoever lives and 
believes in me shall never die.’ Shall 
never die! No, because he is already 
living eternally. 


Eternal Life Is the Pledge of the 
Resurrection 


Again we get things turned around. 
All too often we talk as though we 
would be raised up from the grave at 
some future date and then pass into 
eternal life. But the hope of the resur- 
rection is not the earnest of eternal life; 
the eternal way of life which we are 
now living is the earnest of the resur- 
rection, Since God’s grace has enabled 
us here and now, in such a world as this, 
to have eternal life within us, we know 
that he will ‘‘raise us up at the last 
day.’’ 


If we had no eternal life in the 
present, there would be nothing to 
resurrect in the future. Because we 
have eternal life, we shall also have 
resurrection. 


“T give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish.’’ At death we shall 
lay aside only this phase of eternal life 
that we enjoy on earth in order that 
we may resume it in its broader phase 
in heaven. But it is essentially the same 
kind of life that we shall resume—the 
life in Christ. For whenever “any one 
is in Christ, he is a new creation.’”’ So 
it was that even Jesus said of himself, 
“T lay down my life, that I may take it 
again.”’ 

Such a faith should make sweeping 
changes in our attitude toward what 
we call “death.” It ought to overhaul 
our funeral customs, so many of which 
are sheer paganism. Instead of thinking 
in terms of an ended life, we shall think 
of “death” as the greatest day in life. 
We shall come some day to do away 
with the lavish morbidness of expensive 
funeral parlors, where the ‘‘body of the 
departed” is carefully “laid out’? and 
made to ‘‘look so natural’ by the arts 
of a predatory trade. We shall bury 
the body—no, not the body in the New 
Testament sense, but only the physical 
remains, for we live in the faith that 
the true ‘body’ as well as the true 
“soul” has passed into the completer 
glory of life that has already been be- 
gun here. For we believe in more than 
the immortality of the soul; that is 
Greek. As Christians we believe also in 
the “resurrection of the body,” that is 
in the eternal union of soul and body, 
the eternal life of the complete person- 
ality. 

We shall cease to honor the tem- 








poral remains that must decay. We 
shall bury them and then come, not 
to some funeral parlor, but to our 
church, and there hold a memorial 
service for the passing of the Christ- 


tian person into the fulness of that 
eternal life with which he is already 
familiar. And we will mark that me- 
morial service, not with dirge and 
tears, but with hymns of joy and hal- 


@ /s there a hint of immortality in the dreams and productive 
work of those who keep persistently on as though they were— 


nent minister and distinguished 

author, who had passed well be- 
yond his three-score years and ten, 
thought it advisable to have a check-up 
on his physical condition. When the 
doctor completed the examination and 
hinted that the minister might be near- 
ing the close of his life, the dauntless 


.) EVERAL YEARS AGO a promi- 


man said: ‘‘Why, doctor, I can’t die 
now: I’ve got three more books to 
write.”’ 


The most important work of the world 
has been done by men and women who 
were so absorbed by their tasks that, 
even in old age, they were too busy 
to think of death. It has been so from 
the most ancient times. There is the 
old Greek mathematician, Archimedes, 
who lived during the third century be- 
fore Christ. Syracuse, the city in which 
he lived, was under siege and about to 
fall to the enemy: but the old man (he 
was 74) was too busily employed with 
his mathematical studies to realize his 
peril. A Roman soldier rushed into his 
room, and, as the persistent thinker beg- 
ged that his life be spared until he had 
finished the problem before him, thrust 
him through with the sword. 

Let us note three men who have left 
their mark upon the world: John Wes- 


ley, Church Founder; David Living- 
stone, Missionary-Explorer; William 
Booth, Evangelist and Social Worker. 


Old age found these great servants of 
God with unfinished tasks, and too busy 
to think of death. 


Wesley Never Stopped 


John Wesley was a hard worker all 
his life—and loved it. At 83 he traveled 
76 miles in one day and preached three 
times. As 85 he was still traveling, 
preaching, and writing sermons. At 87, 
says his biographer, Dr. Fitchett, he 
complained of feeling the infirmities of 
age, but he continued preaching and 
writing, “if with slower step and hand, 
yet with a spirit as brave, and a face 
as bright. as in his prime.” As old 
age slackened his labors, he would re- 
peat, with a smile: “ ’Tis time to live, 
if I grow old.” Almost with his last 
breath he gave orders that a sermon 
which he had preached on ‘fhe love of 
God to fallen man,” should be scattered 
abroad and given to 
passed on in his 88th year, with many 


everyone.’’ He 


*Mr. Smith is a retired Methodist min- 
ister living at Ashland, Va. 
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Too Busy to Die 
By H. H. SMITH, Sr.* 
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“fields white unto harvest” still calling 
him, and on his death-bed he bore wit- 
ness to the saving power of the gospel 
he had proclaimed to untold thousands. 


Livingstone Too 


David Livingstone has been an inspi- 
ration to all Christendom. The one aim 
of his life was to do the will of God and 
to help others do likewise. Early in his 
life he adopted the motto: ‘‘Fear God 
and work hard.’’ What a volume of 
sacrificial labors his Journals record! 
within six months time he had 27 at- 
tasks of fever, but plodding on, he said: 
“Fever or no fever, I’m determined to 
work for Christ’s Kingdom.” Obstacles 
of the most formidable sort only made 
him cry out: ‘‘Death alone will put a 
stop to my efforts.”” Henry M. Stanley, 
who spent several months with him in 
Africa, said: ‘‘His is the Spartan hero- 
ism, the inflexibility of the Roman, the 
enduring resolution of the Anglo-Saxon 

never to relinquish his work, though 
his heart yearns for home, never to sur- 
render his obligations, until he can write 
FINIS to his work.” 

It is impressive as well as pathetic to 
read some portions of his Journal. 
Stricken with fever, he cries out to God: 
“Wilt Thou not permit me to plead for 
Africa? Africa is not opened up if I 
die now!”’ Stanley begged the old hero 
to leave his work, go home to his fam- 
ily, whom he had not seen for several 
years, rest up and return to finish his 
work. Though weakened by disease, he 
would not leave his post, and about a 





Consolation 


Not in the loneliness and sorrow, 
Not in the days of grief and pain; 

I see him in his bright Tomorrow, 
And he is young and strong again. 


Upon his face the peace and glory 
Of happiness no woe can dim; 

And those he told the Old, Old Story 
Are singing now in heaven with him. 


I do not need to know the reason 
Why clouds were dark at close of day, 
For through the Valley of the Shadow 
Our Shepherd led us all the way. 
-LOIS J. ERICKSON. 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 








lelujah chorus. 

At this Eastertide, as never before, 
let us really believe in the gift of eter. 
nal life, and believing, let us renew 
today its strength and power! 


year later the end came. In an African 
hut, in Ilala, kneeling in prayer, he 
breathed his last; perhaps with the 
prayer upon his lips which he had of- 
fered a short while before: “All I can 
say in my solitude is, may Heaven’s rich- 
est blessing come down on everyone— 
American, English, Turk—who will help 
heal this open sore of the world.” 


With His Eyes, Or Without 


William Booth, everybody’s friend and 
benefactor, spent his long life in behalf 
of humanity. His biographer pictures 
him at eighty—a_ patriarchal-looking 
man, with his long white beard; and 
there he sits at his desk, ‘‘where he has 
spent so many hundreds of hours writing 
for his Master.’’ He is on the road to 
blindness, but he continues his labors 
for the cause to which he has given his 
long life. Though old and infirm, he 
is planning greater things for. the needy 
ones of the world. Before he leaves this 
life, he wants to secure a promise from 
his son, Bramwell, that he will open up 
work in China, one of the few countries 
where the Army had not taken up work. 
The promise is made, and they shake 
hands on it. 

After an operation on his eyes was 
known to fail to restore his sight, and 
Bramwell told him as gently as he could 
of the sad fact, he said, ‘““God must know 
best!” Then, after another pause, 
“Bramwell, I have done what [I could 
for God and the people with my eyes. 
Now I shall do what I can for God and 
for the people without my eyes.” 


There Must Be More 


Too busy to die! But we have to pass 
on, and even though our lives be pro- 
longed to the most advanced age, we 
are unable to accomplish all the work 
we set our hearts upon. 

Was it not Victor Hugo, who said, 
when advanced in age: “I haven't ut- 
tered a thousandth part of what is 
within me!” If this life ends all, then 
is not man overendowed? Do we find 
here a hint of immortality? Just as We 
seem to be making some progress in 
grace, in the development of our talents, 
in a fuller dedication of ourselves to 
God, in a more efficient service for the 
Kingdom—just then, death calls and we 
must go. Surely there must be life be- 
yond this world—and surely there is for 
those who follow Christ, who has said: 
‘‘Because I live, ye shall live also.” 
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Letters to the Editors 





Five Plans Offered for Pastoral Situations 





Assembly’s Responsibility 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


_,. Did the Apostolic churches of Bible 
times have a stated time of ministry? Do 
we, as followers of Christ, have a right to 
end the labors of the saints called to serv- 
ice? Even Judas finished out his length 
of service (though disastrously completed). 

Our field here was served for twenty 
years by a pastor, beloved by his congre- 
gation and the entire community. There 
were those who wished his removal, 
(everyone has his enemies in this faulty 
world), but had it been left to his friends 
and all other denominations, as well as 
the three churches which he served so 
faithfully through hard and lean years, 
he would have served here to the end of 
his years of active service. He removed 
himself when he sensed the situation, but 
it hurt him deeply, and it tried the faith 
of his fellow-workers in the churches 
here. ... 

I agree with you in thinking that such 
things ought not to be, but what to do 
rests with the Assembly. Congregations 
are powerless, and many are hurt and 
driven from churches along with the 
wounded minister. 

A MERE WOMAN. 


Plan 1 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


It is my considered opinion that we are 
seeking another easy answer to a very 
difficult and complex problem, in our dis- 
cussion of the “limited term” pastorate. 
If we are to remain Presbyterian, then 
there is no easier solution than that found 
in our own Book of Church Order. That 
Book provides for a term as “limited” as 
intelligent and consecrated ministers and 
elders will make it, but it still relies, in 
its remarkable wisdom, upon that cour- 
ageous intelligence and consecration, 

According to the Book of Church Order, 
elders are not elected to be “Yes men” to 
the pastor. Neither are they elected to 
“keep him in line,” or, in better words, “to 
be his boss.” Neither are they elected to 
lull him into a frightful sleep in which 
he dreams that he is almost divine and 
absolutely indispensable! They are elected, 
and so ordained, to labor with him in the 
work of the church that is greater than 
both of them, because it is Christ’s. 

I have little respect for the elders who, 
over the signature “Name Withheld,” 
roundly criticize their pastor as the “Be- 
loved Pastor who stayed too long.” ‘Even 
a brief reading of the Book of Church 
Order will reveal a very simple method of 
dissolving the pastoral relationship. But 
the method requires intelligence that is 
courageous, and not a little consecration. 
... If the session is alert to its responsi- 
bility as “shepherds of the flock,” then it 
will be honest and prayerful in its atti- 
tude toward the pastor. If Christ be taken 
as the ideal of the elder, then in Christ’s 
own ideal of compassion he will deal with 
his pastor on the matter of the term of 
his service. If he is under the conviction 
that his pastor has out-stayed his useful- 
hess, or even before that point, he will 
proceed on that conviction and according 
to the Book of Church Order. He will not 
Seek an easy way, namely, letting a law 
be written in order that he may not have 
to face this question for himself. 

The elder who briefly reads his Book 
of Church Order will also find that the 
Commission on the Minister and His Work 
was created by the Assembly for purposes 
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other than to clean up after the damage 
has been done. On invitation by the pas- 
tor, or the session, the commission may 
be quietly called in, to counsel with them 
on this problem. P 

Therefore, I cast my vote for Presby- 
terianism. I believe in the “call” of a 
pastor, and, in my opinion, the “call” does 
not consist of a working agreement be- 
tween two parties for a predetermined 
number of years. I believe that many 
churches have been saved and made fruit- 
ful because of a long pastorate. I also 
believe that many churches have been 
ruined by the same thing. Still, the prob- 
lem is not in the method, but the man, the 
minister, the elder. ... 

Until Christ’s Spirit rules the hearts that 
make up the ministry of his church, we 
shall not find any satisfying solution to 
a problem that has arisen out of the pride, 
the self-centeredness, the unconverted ego 
of the minister in the pulpit, and the com- 
placency, or the uninformed mind, or the 
spiritual destitution, of the elder in the 
a 


JOE M. BROWN. 
Port Arthur, Texas. 


Plan 2 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The letter of Locke White in THE OUT- 
LOOK of March 7, is one of the best arti- 
cles regarding pastoral tenure so far pub- 
lished in our church papers. 

Although we do not admit it, we now 
have limited pastorates with the length 
of pastorates subject only to the desires 
of one party to the agreement. A pastor- 
ate continues until the minister receives 
an offer from another source which he 
considers more inviting and decides to ac- 
cept. Then the pastorate is ended, whether 
it be two years or thirty-two years. 

Our present system, as now operating, 
has no place for the congregation to re- 
consider its pastoral relationship after it 
has once been established, as it does for 
the minister. The effort to be premitted 
to make pastoral calls for a limited length 
of time is an attempt to correct this error. 

The chief objection one hears to definite 
limits to pastoral calls is that ministers 
would be left without a means of liveli- 
hood. This is based on the false premises 
that churches would not renew calls and 
that a man not given another call by the 
church he was serving would be unable 
to get a call from some other church. 
Many men would receive renewed calls 
and continue fruitful work in _ their 
churches as now. A few pastoral changes 
would be made due to termination of 
limited calls. The vast majority of 
changes would continue to be made as 
now, by the pastor accepting a call to an- 
other field of service before the expiration 
of a first or later term call. 

To provide for the ministers willing to 
enter into a definite limited pastorate and 
who might become temporarily unem- 
ployed due to termination of pastoral re- 
lations by congregational action, churches 
electing to make limited pastoral calls 
should be required to pay a definite per- 
centage of the salary into an Assembly 
fund to assist such ministers while unem- 
ployed. A payment of 4% of the salary 
would furnish sufficient funds to permit 
them to draw half pay during unemploy- 
ment, up to a limit of one month for each 
year they had served in a limited term 
pastorate. 


J. W. RAINE. 
Alderson, W. Va. 





Plan 3 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

“Term pastorates” again! In the last 
five years my presbytery (Bethel) has sent 
three overtures to the Assembly on this 
subject. Other presbyteries have taken 
similar action—(see under “Committee on 
the Minister and his Work” and “Term 
Pastorates” in Minutes of Asembly, 1943- 
47). All these overtures got exactly no- 
where. Bethel overtured the 1947 Assem- 
bly as follows: 


“That a church may, without conflict 
with the Book of Church Order, call a 
pastor for a limited term by agreement 
with the prospective pastor and with the 
consent of Presbytery”—G. A. Min. p. 41. 


Here is the enlightening answer by the 
Assembly in adopting the report of the 
standing committee: “Answered in the 
negative, for this reason: The only term 
relationship of a minister to a church un- 
der the Book of Church Order must be that 
of stated supply, as is made explicit in 
paragraph 128”—G. A. Min. p. 103. 

In no edition of the book does either 
paragraph 128 or any other paragraph 
make any such statement, either explicitly, 
or implicitly unless by a long stretch of 
the imagination. 

With a last, lingering hope that some 
action along this line might be secured 
from the Assembly to relieve, in a meas- 
ure, the hardships of the antiquated in- 
definite pastorate, Bethel is sending the 
following overture to the 1949 Assembly: 


“That the Book of Church Order be 
amended by adding to Paragraph 126, 
Chapter 24, the following words: A call 
for a pastor’s services shall ordinarily 
be for an indefinite term, but a church 
may, by agreement with the pastor-elect 
and with the consent of presbytery, call 
him for a limited term which shall be 
specified in the call.” 


This provision should enable many a 
minister, especially those of middle age 
or beyond, to secure a call when a change 
becomes desirable. I should like to see 
this overture brought to the floor of the 
Assembly, instead of being choked to 
death in some standing committee like the 
one referred to above. Also, I should like 
to see in the church papers a discussion 
of this proposal by both ministers and 
laymen. 

TILDEN SCHERER. 

Bethel Church, Clover, S. C. 


Plan 4 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

... We should leave out of the question 
the fact that “many long pastorates are 
very successful.” In these cases both the 
pastor and the churches are working ac- 
tively and harmoniously, and they “fit” 
each other. We should consider the other 
side where many churches have been in- 
jured by the difficulty of “terminating the 


pastorates.” Our church has no efficient 
remedy for misfits, nor for preventing 
misfits. The Ministers’ Work Commission 


may do it in part, but usually does not 
take any such action. This should be 
remedied by changes in the part that the 
commission takes in the securing of a pas- 
tor. It should have a list of ministers who 
would fit that kind of work to present to 
the congregation. Individuals usually sug- 
gest the name of a minister, and the con- 
gregation acts on that alone. 

On one occasion a prominent minister 
has suggested to a congregation in a 
nearby city the name of a young man just 
from the seminary. I knew personally 
that he would be a misfit and so did some 

(Continued on page 12.) 
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EDITORIAL 





Dr. McCain’s Statement 


The statement by Dr. McCain as re- 
ported on page three will be read with 
great interest. We are pleased to see 
that he makes it perfectly clear that the 
General Assembly’s Committee on Co- 
operation and Union is entirely in order 
in proposing a variety of means of “‘ac- 
quaintance and cooperation,” as it does 
in its report to the coming Assembly 
(OUTLOOK, Feb. 14, 21). 

One part, however, needs to be em- 
phasized. This has to do with the reso- 
lution adopted by the 1948 Assembly. 
Dr. McCain tells of working with L. Nel- 
son Bell in drafting a motion to be pre- 
sented, but he overlooks the fact that 
this motion was not acceptable to the 
Assembly. It was turned down for a 
substitute which was _ presented by 
Charles L. King. Dr. King’s motion he- 
came the action of the Assembly. 


AS FOR THAT MOTION, Dr. McCain 
says, “both sides got together and re- 
quested Dr. King to present the reso- 
lution.”” That is not our impression 
of the way it came about. Here is our 


record of the procedure: At the recess 
period a group of those who were defi- 
nitely in favor of union and who were 
prepared to speak for it on the floor of 
the Assembly, met and worded the reso- 
lution. Dr. King was requested by them 
to present it. Before the Assembly re- 
convened he had opportunity to speak to 
opponents of reunion about this resolu- 
tion which was said to be acceptable to 
them. It was later adopted by unani- 
mous vote. This point is important, be- 
cause, whatever Dr. Bell or Dr. McCain 
may have meant by their resolution, the 
motion adopted was not that one, but 
was one worded and presented by active 
proponents of reunion. The resolution 
was acceptable to those favoring re- 
union and was presented by them only 
because it did leave the way open for 
that development of mutual understand- 
ing and cooperation which the Assembly 
had on other occasions instructed its 
Committee on Cooperation and Union to 
promote. 

Concerning the permanent commit- 
tee’s recommendations to the coming 
Assembly, let us say that we are prob- 
ably in agreement with Dr. McCain in 
thinking that the committee has gone 
too far—but in a different manner. Dr. 
McCain himself has said that the pre- 
vious action of the Assembly gave clear 
directions to the committee to suggest 
courses of acquaintance and coopera- 
tion. Therefore, we do not see that it 
is the part of wisdom to refer again to 
the Assembly courses which, if they are 
followed, will have to be followed, not 
by the Assembly, but by congregations, 
presbyteries, synods, or other groups in 
the church. 


DR. McCAIN stresses his concern for 
the Program of Progress and the evan- 
gelistic effort. He appears to put them 
on one side and the matter of reunion 
on an opposite or contradictory side. We 
do not yield to Dr. McCain in our own 
concern for these and the other basic 
efforts of our church. Rather, it is our 
conviction that the spiritual health and 
prosperity of our church demand our at- 
tention to this matter of reunion. No 
reason for this step has such compul- 
sion for us as the spiritual and evan- 
gelistic reason. It is our further con- 
sidered judgment that until we come to 
terms with this matter we shall be sim- 
ply illustrating the teaching of our Lord 
when he etched the inescapable picture 
of the man offering his gift before the 
altar when a reconciliation had not been 
effected. First, said Jesus, the recon- 
ciliation; then the gifts. 


A GOOD MANY of our people feel our 
spiritual health tarries until we do all 
within our power to make that recom- 
ciliation complete; that our good works, 
our campaigns, our costly gifts. our in- 
tense evangelistic effort even—all these 

prompt our Lord’s words, ‘‘Leave 
there thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way; first, reconciliation, then thy 
gifts.” 





Therefore, we respectfully raise the 
question: What is the fundamental way 
for us to be concerned about a genuine 
program of progress and a vitalizing of 
our spiritual lives? Is it to be through 
reconciliation followed by our gifts, in 
obedience to Christ’s demands, or is it 
to come by means of our gifts, with al] 
thoughts of reconciliation put to one 
side? 


WHAT WITNESS are we bearing, not 
alone to the world, but to our own peo- 
ple? What, as a church, are we teach- 
ing? Are we not saying that relation- 
ships are of slight moment; generous 
gifts are the chief thing? 

But more than this, what is our wit- 
ness to the world? Jesus made it clear: 
By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, that ye have love one to 
another. Again, why did Jesus pray 
for the unity of his disciples—‘That 
they may be one’’—except for their wit- 
ness before the world: “That the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me’’? 

Where, then, we respectfully ask, in 
the eyes of Christ, is our true program 
of progress? Where our peace? What 
is the great cause which challenges us— 
a program with reconciliation at the 
heart of it, or a program without par- 
ticular concern for reconciliation? 


Beware of Clericalism 

As the American government faces the 
threat of Communism on a world scale 
she finds a natural ally in the Roman 
Catholic Church. This church has cor- 
rectly recognized the inevitable area of 
conflict between the dictatorship of a 
Communist group with their hatred of 
all religion and their open espousal of 
atheism and the deepest interests of the 
Roman Catholic church. Protestants 
must also recognize the attack of Com- 
munism on religion. 

But while Protestants in America may 
at times make common cause with 
Catholics in opposition to the spread 
of Communism, Protestants should be 
careful that the power of the United 
States is not manipulated into the sup- 
port of Catholic efforts to revive clerical- 
ism in Europe. Perhaps the great cause 
of the rise of Communism in Europe is 
the way in which the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Greek Orthodox Church 
have permitted themselves to be identi- 
fied with reactionary regimes which 
were opposed to the real interests of the 
workers. The situation which prevails 
in Spain is an excellent illustration of 
this. And in Italy there is need for 4 
third party which would not identify the 
voter with either Communism or Roman 
Catholic clericalism. 

During the Reformation period, Eng- 
land stood as the great Protestant 
power. And the Anglo-Saxon peoples 
with their roots in England and Scot- 
land have been traditionally opposed to 
Roman Catholic clericalism. It would 
be a fundamental betrayal of our Prot- 
estant heritage if, through the pressure 
of Roman Catholicism on our state de- 
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partment, our government should throw 
the power of the United States, behind 
the revival of clericalism in Europe. 
The Roman Catholic Church in world 
affairs does not stand for the same thing 
as the predominantly Protestant nations 
of Britain and the United States. Who 
doubts that the reason South Ireland 
is not a part of the British Common- 


wealth is that this portion of Ireland 
is solidly Catholic. The same problem 
is faced in the relation of Quebec to the 
rest of Canada. The danger of world 
Communism is very acute but it should 
not lead us to an uncritical alliance with 
Roman Catholicism which makes our 
power in Europe the unwitting tool of 
Roman Catholic clericalism.—H. R. 





Fourth in a Series 





TIME LIMIT FOR GOSSIP 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“He fosters good feeling who keeps 
quiet about some wrong; The man who 
gossips about it divides friend from 
friend.”’—-Proverbs 17:9 (Moffatt). 


F ANY MAN can show just cause, 
why they may not lawfully be joined 
together, let him now speak, or else 

hereafter forever hold his _ peace.” 
Nearly every form of the marriage serv- 
ice has these or similar words. Ordi- 
narily there is a dead silence at this 
point. Only in melodramas does one of 
the guests arise demanding to be heard. 
Of course there is a legal reason fer 
this precaution. There may in deed be 
just cause why this ceremony may not 
lawfully be performed, such as a wife 
and five children in Ohio, for example. 
No minister wants to aid and abet big- 
amy, even in ignorance. 

But there are overtones in this warn- 
ing to speak or be forever silent. There 
may be reasons, known to some, why 
this particular marriage will probably 
fail. Candles by the dozen, Niagaras of 
ferns and flowers, ““O Promise Me” sung 
by the most expensive soprano in town, 
even the most solemn vows impressively 
dictated by the most reverend ecclesias-~ 
tic available on this crowded Saturday 
afternoon—all these will scarcely avail 
to shore up a marriage which is under- 
taken in the face of powerful reasons 
against it. 

The bride or the groom, or both, may 
be either not Christian at all, or only 
nominally so. The only reason they 
themselves may never have noticed their 
obvious incompatibility may be that they 
have been together chiefly on dance 
floors, and happen to like the same 
tempo and temperature in music. Either 
one of them may have egregiously bad 
habits, faults or sins that will make life 
wretched for the other one. Any in- 
timate friend of either one of the cou- 
ple might be willing to lay a bet that 
the marriage will not last out a year. 


HERE MAY BE some scandal in 
the background. Skeletons in the 
family closet may be better known 

to some in the congregation than to 
either of the young people. Or there 
may be something else, something which 
in itself, so long as it is not known, is 
no bar to success or happiness in mar- 
riage, but the knowledge of which might 
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canker a sensitive heart. Possibly there 
is a scandal about one of the couple, 
something over and done with, some- 
thing regrettable, even deplorable and 
wicked, which marked the life of one of 
them without the knowledge of it reach- 
ing the other. 

Put together all that everybody here 
in the candle-light knows, remembers or 
suspects, all the worst that can be said 
of either bride or groom or their fami- 
lies and friends, and it might add up 
to enough to stop the marriage. 


ERY WELL, ladies and gentle- 

man: the minister pauses to give 

you a chance. One second—two 
seconds . that is time enough for 
you to rise to your feet. No hand 
raised? No throat cleared? No sudden 
shout? Do you, who have so much to 
say, prefer not to say it? Good: then 
not for this moment only, but forever 
after, hold your peace. The time limit 
for gossip has arrived. You who have 
some reason to suspect this marriage 
may not last, some strong reasons for 
believing the marriage should not have 
been undertaken in the first place—do 
you hesitate to mention it now? Then 
never mention it anywhere, any time. 
Don’t breathe a word of it to these 
young people, don’t say anything about 
it to your neighbors. Don’t even whis- 
per it to the cat; other cats may be lis- 
tening. 

If there is a marriage which, for good 
reasons, you want to break up, then 
break it up before it begins, not after- 
wards. From this solemn moment for- 


ever after, every word spoken to this 
couple, or about this couple, should be 
words of encouragement, friendliness, 
hope and help. If you did not have the 
nerve to voice your misgivings under the 
candles at the altar, then don’t give 
them voice in the candlelight around 
somebody’s dinner table. If you were 
ashamed to shout your No! at the wed- 
ding, don’t whisper it around after the 
honeymoon. If you were too much of a 
gentleman (or lady) to rake up old 
scores on the wedding day, bury them 
deep where you will never find them 
again. The marriage may be a failure, 
there may be two strikes against it and 
you may know what they are. Its days 
may be numbered; but see to it that 
your gossip does not strike the first 
blow. 


FTER ALL, you know, you may be 
only imagining things. That in- 
compatibility, that scandal, that 

bad habit or unfortunate incident, that 
may be all in your mind. But talk can 
blow up nothing at all into something 
quite as horrible as if it were real. And 
even if it was real, talk will not help it. 
That bad habit may be conquered, those 
old follies or sins forgiven; those scan- 
dals of the past may have nothing what- 
ever to do with the future. 

Hold your peace? It is an archaic ex- 
pression, out of ancient times, but it 
means a great deal. Holding your own 
peace, you hold and protect the peace 
of this man and this woman. Life for 
them will be hard enough sailing, with- 
out the contrary wind of gossip. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Committee Helps in 


Move for Better Care 


West Virginia News Letter 

Members of the Synod of West Vir- 
ginia are taking considerable interest in 
the fact that the state’s biennial budget 
bill reported to the House of Delegates 
and the Senate provides an additional 
$689,000 for the “‘proper and adequate 
treatment” of the patients in the state’s 
mental hospitals. This is looked upon 
as the first step toward the correction 
of conditions in these institutions which 
have caused widespread dissatisfaction. 
Attention was directed to these condi- 
tions first through a study made by a 
committee of the Presbyterian, US, sy- 
nod headed by a Charleston physician, 
Dr. John N. Marquis. Under the able 
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and sustained leadership of Dr. Marquis, 
this committee reported that the chil- 
dren in the state’s mental institutions 
were subjected to inadequate care be- 
cause of the lack of trained personnel, 
understaffing, over-crowded quarters 
and antiquated buildings. 


Presbyterians Appear Before 
House of Delegates Committee 

In the past two months the subject 
has received much publicity. A letter 
addressed to the Governor by this com- 
mittee of synod made the front page of 
the state’s newspapers. An open meet- 
ing of the Committee on Humane [Insti- 
tutions of the House of Delegates was 
addressed by Dr. Marquis, Andrew R. 
Bird of Huntington, and W. E. Crane of 
Charleston. At the same time a series 
of eye-witness accounts of conditions in 
all of the state’s mental hospitals, with 
pictures to demonstrate the facts, ap- 
peared in the Charleston Gazette. Gov- 
ernor Okey Patterson and members of 
the Board of Public Works are taking 
these matters into consideration and 
members of the synod are hopeful that 
the Legislature this year will refrain 
from its usual practice of cutting from 
the budget the requests for the mental 
institutions, 


Bluestone Organizes Churches 
At Pineville and Lashmeet 

Bluestone Presbytery is this year cele- 
brating its 21st birthday by organizing 
its first church. In fact, it is organiz- 
ing two churches. The first came into 
being at Pineville on February 16 when 
43 charter members were _ recognized 
with their three elders and six deacons. 
Charles W. McNutt is pastor. On March 
10 the church at Lashmeet was organ- 
ized. 
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EVANGELISTIC Methods Take Variety 
Of Forms in Local and Group Efforts. 

Different forms of evangelistic effort 
over the synod are bringing good re- 
sults. Assembly’s Director H. H. Thomp- 
son led the churches of the Greater 
Charleston area in a campaign of visita- 
tion which brought in 250 new members, 
In Princeton, an interdenominational ef- 
fort resulted in 100 members. At Red 
Jacket an evangelistic meeting led by 
Charles W. McNutt saw 31 members 
added. Baptist, Methodist and Presby- 
terian pastors cooperated in a recent 
community series at Matewan with ap. 
proximately 300 professions. On one 
Sunday 68 members were received: into 
the Red Jacket church on profession 
of faith and baptism. Charleston’s 
first preaching mission, directed by Wil- 
liam E. Hudson, closed March 20, bring- 
ing in an array of able preachers, Lead- 
ers felt that the life of all the churches 
of Charleston was vitalized by this ef- 
fort. 


Miscellany 


Davis and Elkins College has 45 stu- 
dents who are registered as preparing 
for church vocations. These students are 
leading religious services regularly in 
six nearby communities. . . . The South 
Ruffner church, Charleston, has its new 
building under ‘roof. At Maxine 
the new building is practically complete. 

. Ground has been broken for the 
second unit of Huntington’s Spring Val- 
ley church, and the second unit of the 
Rock Lake chapel, South Charleston, is 
about half-completed. The Sum- 
mersville church (Greenbrier Presby- 
tery) was recently reorganized with 50 
charter members. Westminster 
church, Bluefield, conducts a day school 
for its children with 60 enrolled in the 
kindergarten and 25 in the first grade. 
A second grade class may be started next 
fall. . . . The training school for the 
women of the synod is scheduled for 
Davis and Elkins College June 6-11. 

WALTER W. WHITE. 
South Charleston. 


Methhodist College of W. Va. 
Methodists to Admit Negroes 

Buckhannon, W. Va. (RNS)—West 
Virginia Wesleyan College, a Methodist 
institution, will admit Negroes on an 
equal basis with whites beginning with 
the fall semester, it was announced here. 
The school is the first in the state to 
announce such a policy. West Virginia’s 
constitution provides that ‘‘white and 
colored persons shall not be taught in 
the same school,” but it is believe the 
law applies only to state-supported in- 
stitutions. 
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By Arthur V. Boand 
WE PRESBYTERIANS 


Don Stewart 


We Presbyterians are an interesting 
group as one realizes more and more 
when he begins to dig into the back- 
ground of his friends of the cloth. Take 
Donald H. Stewart, for instance, the 
popular pastor of the Central Presbyte- 
rian Church, USA, of Houston, Texas, a 
congregation of some 1,100 members. 

Born in Mexico City, Don Stewart 
lived in Guatemala until he was 10 years 
of age. Being of English parentage and 
of a Church of England family, he, like 
most of the Stewart progenitors, 
simply had to attend the “Goodbye Mr. 
Chips School” in England, which he did 
until he was 18 years of age. It was 
there that he came to know and to love 
Archbishop Fisher of the Church of Eng- 
land, who exerted a great influence on 
his life. 

How he happened to matriculate at 
Davidson College we do not know, but 
from Davidson he went to Louisville 
Theological Seminary, and from Louis- 
ville into the ministry of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. Having been 
awarded the church history fellowship 
at Louisville, he went to Edinburgh, 
where he received his Ph.D. degree. 
After serving for a year as student min- 
ister at the University of Virginia, his 
first pastorate was at Chapel Hill, N. C., 








where he remained from 1934-1940. 
From Chapel Hill he went into the USA 
Church, accepting the call of the First 
Church of Frankford, Ky., in 1940. 

As a member of the National Preach- 
ing Mission, he addressed large groups 
of high school students in the synods of 
Kentucky, Oklahoma, Texas, and Penn- 
sylvania, and it was his appearance in 
the Houston high schools that brought 
him to the attention of the pulpit com- 
mittee of the Central Church which was 
then without a pastor. A call was ex- 
tended, and in 1942 Dr. Stewart came 
to the pastorate of this influential 
church. 

Articles from the pen of Dr. Stewart 
appear frequently in Christianity and 
Crisis and other publications, and many 
members of the student body of the 
scholarly Rice Institute are to be found 
in his congregations. Here is just an- 
other example of a successful pastor who 
has had pastorates in both the major 
branches of the Presbyterian Church to 
the strengthening of our conviction that 
“We Presbyterians” are truly just one 
family. 

LIMITED PASTORATES 

(Continued from page 7.) 
of the elders of that church. There was 
barely a quorum of the called meeting to 
receive the minister and to arrange for 
his installation. We received him, then 
asked him to accept a call for six months 
to give time to solve the matter. He 
moved on at the end of that time. It 
would have been a very great injury to 
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that church for him to have been placeg 
there as the pastor, and would have caused 
much disturbance to get rid of him. 

Now let me suggest a means of accom- 
plishing the desired ends in all kinds of 
pastorates. Let us adopt the “term pas. 
torate.” This will allow the satisfactory 
minister to be continued as long as he 
is doing effective work. It will also give 
the opportunity of ending a pastorate that 
needs to be changed. 

When a young minister from the semi- 
nary is being called, make it for a periog 
of THREE YEARS, and let such pastorates 
end in September. Before the April meet- 
ing of presbytery let the congregation 
have a vote on retaining or releasing their 
pastor. The vote will then be given to 
the Ministers’ Work Commission at once 
so that it can take steps toward securing 
another place for the minister if a large 
minority desires his removal. If he is to 
be retained as pastor, let the term be made 
FIVE YEARS, and each succeeding term 
FIVE YEARS. 

Under the present setup it is difficult to 
get a vote of the congregation without in- 
creasing the friction and difficulties in the 
congregation. 

H. F. BEATY. 

Polkton, N. C. 


Plan 5 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


In answer to your question, I would 
be willing to amend our Book of Church 
Order to the extent that the Commission 
on the Minister and His Work in the pres- 
bytery be given power to make exchanges 
and assignments of fields of ministers and 
churches who voluntarily enrolled with 
the commission and agreed to accept the 
commission’s assignments. This would 
mean: 

1. That a vacant church, or a church de- 
siring its pastor to move could enroll with 
the commission, agreeing to accept the 
minister assigned, or assigned in an ex- 
change. 

2. That ministers wishing a change, (but 
not able to make one, or without this sit- 
uation) could enroll with the commission, 
agreeing to accept its assignment. 

3. All enrollments would be voluntary. 

4. Assignments would be on a basis. of 
stated supply for one year’s time; but the 
time could be extended annually for as 
long as a given situation was happy. 

5. A minister so assigned would be eli- 
gible for a call to the pastorate by the 
church he was serving as stated supply, 
or by any other church, after serving for 
one year in a field. 

6. Either a minister or a church having 
enrolled could withdraw from the plan 
when he or it desired, provided that, ex- 
cept in the case of a call to the pastorate, 
or some other urgent reason, both minis- 
ter and church would complete the full 
year of an assignment before withdrawal. 

7. The plan would affect only ministers 
and churches that voluntarily entered it. 

8. Under the plan a minister might be 
moved from one presbytery to another, as 
readily as within the presbytery. 

9. In transferring from one presbytery 
to another a minister would be given a 
letter of dismission, and receive the same 
examination as at present. 

10. The commission would have power 
to make immediate appointments without 
specific authority from presbytery; but its 
assignments would have to be reviewed 
by presbytery. In case presbytery did not 
approve an assignment (which would 
hardly be likely), the assignment would 
stand for at least three months following 
presbytery’s action, unless presbytery’s 
action was based on moral grounds, or 
other grounds as urgent.... 

N. C. MINISTER. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Future Life (Easter) 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 17, 1949 


John 5:25; I Corinthians 15:20-26; II Corinthians 4:16-5:1 


From the beginning the Christian gos- 
pel has centered about the Resurrec- 
tion. In the first Christian sermon Pe- 
ter declared, ‘‘This Jesus, delivered up 
according to the definite plan and fore- 
knowledge of God, you crucified and 
killed by the hands of lawless men. But 
God raised him up, having loosed the 
pangs of death, because it was not possi- 
ple for him to be held by it.” (Acts 
2:23-24.) The stated day of worship 
was changed from the seventh day of 
the week to the first day, because on this 
day the Lord rose from the dead. For 
the early Christians Sunday was not 
the Jewish Sabbath but the Lord’s Day. 
From the outset Easter has been the 
great day of the Christian year, about 
which all of the other great days have 
been arranged. In the oldest and most 
revered creed in the church, which can 
be traced back as far as 150 A. D., and 
which has been used continuously in 
the church ever since, Christians pro- 
claim their faith: ‘‘I believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth: and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord: Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cru- 
cified, dead and buried: he descended 
into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead, . . .”’ 

From the beginning, too, this belief in 
the resurrection of Jesus has carried 
with it a corollary—a faith in the be- 
liever’s resurrection. As Paul wrote to 
the Christians in Rome: “If we have 
died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with him.’’ (Rom. 6:8.) 
And so Christians have completed their 
afirmation of faith down through the 
years: “I believe in the Holy Ghost, the 
holy Catholic (i. e., universal) church 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting.” 

For our lesson this Easter we have 
three passages throwing light on the 
conditions, the certainty, and the con- 
sequences of the future life, as seen by 
the earliest believers. 


I. Its Conditions, Jn. 5:25 


In the earlier part of this chapter 
we read how Jesus cured an impotent 
man on the Sabbath day. The religious 
leaders of the nation were not interested 
in the paralytic’s cure; they were dis- 
turbed over the breach of the Sabbath, 
occasioned first by the healed man car- 
tying his mat, and, second, by the fact 
that Jesus had dared to heal him on the 
Sabbath. Their outspoken criticism of 
Jesus led to his discourse on the Son 
as the source of life. 
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He began by explaining that his ac- 
tion in curing the paralytic was in ac- 
cord with God’s own activity—‘‘My Fa- 
ther is working still, and I am work- 
ing.’’ In other words, God never ceases 
working, even on the Sabbath, ‘‘but as 
it is the property of fire to burn, of snow 
to chill, so of God to work.” If God 
does not cease his work of beneficence 
even on the Sabbath, there is no reason 
why Jesus—or others—should do so.”’ 

But Jesus’ claim goes further - than 
this. He works the works that God 
works, ‘The divine activity which Je- 
sus claims to share with the Father was 
twofold, and neither function could be 
performed by man. He was, as illus- 
trated by his miracles, the Giver of Life, 
and he was the Judge of mankind. This 
activity was in each case both present 
and future. He was even then the 
source of spiritual life and renewal. He 
alone could heal the morally impotent. 
He could raise the soul from spiritual 
death, but the hour was coming when he 
would raise from the grave those who 
were under the power of physical death. 
So, too, this judgment, like the power 
of resurrection, includes both the pres- 
ent judgmeut for which Jesus said he 
was coming into the world and which 
men pass on themselves by the very fact 
of their attitude toward him and his 
gospel, and also the future final judg- 
ment which manifests character and de- 
termines destiny. Jesus therefore re- 
fers to two resurrections: a spiritual 
resurrection, in which all believers in 
him are now, in this present age, rising 
to new life, and a bodily resurrection, 
which is still future, but of both he is 
the author and agent.” 

It is this last point in which we are 
interested just now. ‘‘He who hears my 
voice and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life.’”’ (vs. 24). “The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
those who hear will live.’”’ As Arch- 
bishop Temple explains (Reading in St. 
John’s Gospel): ‘“‘If when we hear the 
Son we believe what the Father declares 
through him, that is in itself an entry 
into fellowship with God, and therefore 
involves eternal life. For this is— it 
does not earn, but it is—eternal life 
(17:3). For such a one judgment is 
over; the passage out of death into life 
is accomplished.”’ 

The gospel promises life only to those 
who come into fellowship with God 
through Jesus Christ. But in verse 28 
we read: ‘‘The hour is coming when all 
who are in the tombs will hear his 
voice and come forth, those who have 
done good to the resurrection of life, 


and those who have done evil to the 
resurrection of judgment.’’ These words 
suggest that there may be those who 
have heard his voice and responded to 
it, who do not recognize its source and 
have never owned his name. They will 
be included, it may be, among those 
who shall ask, ‘‘Lord, when did we see 
thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty 
and give thee drink?’ And to them the 
answer will come, ‘Truly, I say to you, 
as you did it to one of the least of these 
my brethren, you did it to me.’’ (Mt. 
25:37, 40.) 

ll. Its Certainty, I Cor. 15:20-26 

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 
was written in response to definite in- 
quiries on their part and because of cer- 
tain intormation which had reached him 
regarding conditions in the church in 
that city. One of the most serious prob- 
lems which the church faced was the 
problem of the resurrection. There were 
some in the church who could not ac- 
cept the doctrine. Paul discusses the 
subject under two heads: (1) the cer- 
tainty of the resurrection, 15:1-34; and 
(2) the nature of the resurrection 
15:35-57. We are concerned in this les 
son only with the opening argument, 
but the second should be borne in mind. 
Paul here explains that the body which 
is raised is not the same body which 
has been laid in the grave, but one of 
another sort: ‘“‘What you sow is not 
the body which is to be, but a bare ker- 
nel, perhaps of wheat, or of some other 
grain. But God gives it a body as he 
has chosen, and to each kind of seed its 
own body. So is it with the resurrection 
of the dead. What is sown is perishable, 
what is raised is imperishable. It is 
sown in dishonor, it is raised in power. 
It is sown a physical body, it is raised a 
spiritual body.” (15:37-38, 42-44.) 

This hope of the resurrection, Paul 
explains in the first part of the chap- 
ter, is based on the resurrection of 
Christ. 

The fact that Jesus Christ arose from 
the dead, he reminds his readers, is an 
essential part of the gospel which hag 
entered into their Christian experience: 
(1-4). It was an essential part of the 
gospel which he had preached, which 
they had received, on which their Chris- 
tian experience (and ours) had been 
based, and on which their Christian 
hopes were founded. It is a fact which 
rests on the indisputable testimony oj 
authoritative witnesses (witnesses who 
were then still living, and on whom the 
Christians could call therefore for veri- 
fication). This, by the way, is an ex- 
cellent argument for the fact that the 
tomb of Christ was actually empty; if 
the body of Christ had been produced 
the whole gospel would have collapsed. 
On this point, Paul continues, all the 
apostles are in exact accord (9-11). On 
some points they may have differed, but 
not on this. 

If Christ arose, Paul proceeds to ar- 
gue, then believers in Christ also shall 
rise. He argues the point first nega- 
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tively (13-19) and _ then 
(20-28). 

Negatively, if you deny the possibility 
of a bodily resurrection, then you like- 
wise deny the possibility of Jesus’ resur- 
rection. And if Christ be not raised 
then our witness is false; not only that, 
but Christianity has lost all its content 
and value. In that case, those who have 
fallen asleep in Jesus have perished, and 
we whose hope is confined to this life 
are of all people the most ‘“‘to be pitied’”’ 
(a better translation than the word 
‘miserable’ as found in the King James 
Version). We are to be pitied, Paul 
means, because having made great sac- 
rifices we receive no recompense, be- 
cause we cherish the greatest hopes only 
to be utterly disappointed. 

“But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead . .. .” The “‘in fact” 
is triumphant, emphatic. It is a horri- 
ble nightmare that Paul has pictured. 
Now he shakes it off. If Christ be not 
risen our faith is vain, but now, as a 
matter of fact, Christ has been raised 
from the dead, and he is the first fruits 
of them that sleep. On the first day of 
the week following the passover, the 
first fruits of the harvest were given to 
God as a consecration and pledge of the 
whole. As the first fruits were typical 
of the whole harvest, so also is Christ 
typical of the complete resurrection of 
believers. Jesus rose not to the exclu- 
sion, but to the inclusion of all believing 
humanity. ‘‘For as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
Some expositors think that this verse 
means that all men, without exception, 
shall be saved, ultimately, in Christ. It 
seems, however, to be more in accor- 
dance with Scripture, and particularly 
with the next verse (‘‘Then, at his com- 
ing, those who belong to Christ’’), if 
we take it to mean all believers in 
Christ. Thrilled with this idea, Paul 
goes on to speak of the ultimate conse- 
quences of the resurrection of Christ, 
the ultimate victory when all things 
shall have been subjected to Christ and 
he shall finally surrender his kingdom 
to the Father that God may be all and 
in all. 


positively 


III. Its Consequences, II Cor. 4:16—5:1 


In 4:7-15 Paul has spoken of some of 
the sufferings he has undergone for 
Christ; he does this in order that he 
might point them to the source of his 
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power. ‘‘We have this treasure (the 
revelation of God in Christ) in earthen 
vessels (Paul is speaking of human na- 
ture as a whole, man’s body, in its weak- 
ness and liability to death; his mind, 
with its limitations and confusions; his 
moral nature with its misconceptions 
and distortions) to show that the tran- 
scendent power belongs to God and not 
to us.”’ (4:7.) 


““So,”’ Paul concludes, ‘‘we do not lose 
heart. Though our outer nature is 
wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed every day.’’ The outer nature 
is the physical nature. It grows old 
and decays with the passage of the 
years, and that deterioration is hastened 
by hard work, ill health, anxiety ana 
sorrow. The inner nature refers to 
man’s spiritual faculties. In Paul’s 
case, and this should be true of us all, 
the latter steadily increased, and so he 
found strength to endure. Whatever 
affliction came his way, and he had suf- 
fered far more than his share (see 
4:8-12, 11:24-28), appeared light, be- 
cause it was vastly outweighed by the 
“eternal weight of glory” (the coming 
blessings) which it helped to secure. He 
was able, too, to view them in their true 
perspective, to recognize that they lasted 
only for a moment compared to the 
blessings which he should enjoy for 
ever. 


In vs. 18 Paul explains why his spirit- 
ual strength waxes while his physical 
power wanes. It is because he looks 
not at the things which are seen, but 
at the things which are not seen. The 
things which are seen are material, tem- 
poral things, which we lean upon and 
depend upon for our natural existence, 
including all earthly disappointments 
and all bodily sufferings. The things 
which are unseen are spiritual things, 
which shall endure through all eternity, 
the things to which we look forward in 
the life beyond. If we look at the things 
which are seen, if we allow ourselves 
to become too absorbed in earthly joys 
or in the earthly sorrows, then they 
loom so large in our view that they shut 
out the prospect beyond. Therefore we 
look past them to the things which are 
beyond, to those things which shall en- 
dure. Earthly things, temporal things, 
then, are seen in their right perspec- 
tive. 

That is the secret of spiritual power 
for us too. If we live supremely for the 
things of the earth, then we shall break 
under the weight of accumulated dis- 
appointment and sorrow; things will be- 
come too much for us. If our gaze is 
fastened on those things which are eter- 
nal, we shall find grace sufficient for 
all our needs. 





This line of thought leads Pay] to 
speak of the great hope which sustained 
him and which should sustain us, the 
hope and expectation that our earthly 
material body will be replaced by a 
heavenly eternal one. ‘This earthly 
body of mine,” he writes, ‘‘will undergo 
dissolution, but I know God will give 
me at death an eternal heavenly body. 
This earthly body is but a perishable 
tabernacle or tent; the heavenly body 
will be a home, a permanent abode, 
formed for me by God.”’ 

Sometimes we speak of man as hay- 
ing a soul. But that is a mistaken em- 
phasis. Man is a soul. He has a body, 
a frail, perishable body, which some day 
he shall exchange for a better. “Some 
day,’”’ said Dwight L. Moody, “you will 
read in the papers that D. L. Moody of 
East Northfield is dead. Don’t you be. 
lieve a word of it. At that moment | 
shall be more alive than I am now. ] 
shall have gone up higher that is all— 
out of this old clay tenement into a 
house that is immortal; a body that 
death cannot touch, that sin cannot taint, 
a body fashioned like unto his glorious 
body. I was born of the flesh in 1837. 
I was born of the Spirit in 1856. That 
which is born of the flesh may die. That 
which is born of the Spirit will live for- 
ever.”’ 

In vs. 2 Paul speaks of the instinctive 
longings for immortality which arise in 
the human heart; in vs. 5 he points out 
that these instinctive longings have been 
placed in our hearts by God. He has 
wrought us for this very thing. To 
those who believe in God this is con- 
clusive evidence of the fact of immor- 
tality. 


“Thou wilt not leave me in the dust; 
Thou madest man, he knows not why; 
He thinks he was not made to die; 
And thou hast made him: Thou are 

just.’’—Tennyson, 





But more than that. God has given 
us a ‘“‘guarantee” (an earnest); he has 
begun to carry out his promise by be- 
stowing upon us his Spirit, that Spirit 
which draws us ever closer to him. 

This great hope has two practical con- 
sequences for Paul, and should have 
for us. The first is a readiness to die 
whenever God may choose to take him 
(5:6-8); and the second is a determin- 
nation to be well pleasing unto him, 
whether in life or in death (5: 9). 

Easter has always been the great day 
of the Christian year, because the resul- 
rection of Jesus to which it points has 
deprived death of its sting, and has 
given new meaning to life. So may it be 
with us. 

(Scripture quotations are from the 
Revised Standard Version.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THINKING CHRISTIANLY. By W. 
Burnet Easton, Jr. The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York. 136 pp., $2.50. 


The master of the discussion group 
is easily one of the best received ad- 
yocates of religion in our day. W. 
Burnet Easton, Jr., the 44-year-old as- 
sociate professor of religion at Law- 
rence College obviously qualifies for this 
role. His book preserves the charm of 
spontaneous discussion—52 parentheses 
on 132 pages, like this, ‘‘(Perhaps I am 
too mundane, but I am not a person who 
can think very clearly before breakfast, 
especially before having coffee)’’ and 
a wealth of sharp phrasing, designed to 
make you sit up and take notice. 

Mr. Easton takes a Christian outlook 
for granted, and is concerned to help 
us get the implications of our outlook 
into sharper focus on such topics as God, 
faith, prayer, death, suffering, and the 
church. He does this in a way that will 
be a joy and a challenge to people un- 
trained in theology. His slogan, ‘‘think- 
ing Christianly,” is such a good idea 
that it should be delivered from its 
tongue awkwardness to something you 
will want to say over and over like 
Burke’s “live pleasant.”” Why not 
“think Christian’? 

J. M. WALKER, Jr. 

Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


GEORGE SYLVESTER MORRIS: 
HIS PHILOSOPHICAL CAREER AND 
THEISTIC IDEALISM. By Mare 
Edmund Jones. David McKay Company, 
Philadelphia. 480 pages. $3.75. 

Morris was an important figure in 
American philosophical circles during 
the significant but little known period 
between 1850 and 1900. A Vermonter, 
he attended Dartmouth College, Union 
Seminary in New York, and later the 
University of Berlin where he came un- 
der the influence of Hegelian idealism. 

Having decided for a career in phi- 
losophy, he returned to America and, in 
1878, joined the famous faculty of 
Johns Hopkins where his colleagues 
were G. Stanley Hall and the father of 
pragmatism, Charles S. Peirce. When, 
in 1885, the Johns Hopkins administra- 
tion decided to emphasize experimental 
psychology at the expense of philosophy, 
Morris, whose dominant interest was al- 
ways the latter, left for Michigan. His 
premature death came four years later. 

Besides translating Ueberweg’s His- 
tory of Philosophy, Morris published 
four books and numerous articles in his 
lifetime, but his chief claim to fame to- 
day lies in the influence he had on the 
first fifteen years of John Dewey’s 
thought. It was Morris and not Peirce 
who impressed Dewey during his stu- 
dent years at Hopkins, and Morris took 
the young Dewey to Michigan as a mem- 
ber of his department. Moreover, 
Dewey learned his early Hegelianism 
from Morris. 
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Dr. Jones’ significant contribution to 
the history of American thought will be 
welcomed by all those who are inter- 
ested in the background of contempo- 
rary philosophy. He has performed a 
valuable service in rescuing Morris from 
an undeserved obscurity and in sym- 
pathetically setting forth the basis of 
his philosophical theism. 

JAS. I. McCORD. 

Austin, Texas. 


LINCOLN AND THE PREACHERS. 
By Egdar DeWitt Jones. Harper & 
Bros., New York, 1948. 203 pages. 
$2.50. 


This is a unique and interesting book, 
presenting a study of preachers who in- 
fluenced Lincoln and of some who were 
influenced by him. The author has long 
been a student of the great president’s 
life, has written many sermons and 
essays about him, and has delivered 
more than a thousand addresses on the 
subject, although this is his first full 
length book in the field. 

Dr. Jones is a fascinating writer. His 
careful scholarship and his intensely 
personal interest in the theme combine 
with his facility in writing to make this 
a valuable addition to the many hun- 
dreds of other books that have been 
written about Lincoln. It has already 
won high praise from leading authori- 
ties. Preachers especially will find it 
helpful. The author’s pen portraits of 
some of the preachers of the Civil War 
era, including such stalwarts as Peter 
Cartwright and Bishop Matthew Simp- 
son, are memorable. He presents also 
some significant data about the personal 
faith of Lincoln himself. 


J. MALCOLM MURCHISON. 
Clarksville, Tenn. 
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Pastoral Work and Personal Counsel- 
ling. Russell L. Dicks. Macmillan, $2.50. 

Young Christians at Work. T. Otto 
Nall and Bert H. Davis. Association Press. 
$1.75. 

Behind Soviet Power. 
Readers Press. $1. 
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CHANGES 


Richard P. Keeton from Magnolia, 
Ark., to 1661 N. Claiborne Ave., New 
Orleans, La., after April 25. 

Samuel M. Glasgow has returned from 
Mexico to 829 Ardsley Rd., Charlotte 7, 
N. C. 

W. L. Newman, Radford, Va., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Bethune, S. C., 
church. 

Ben F. Moore, Oxford, N. C., has be- 
gun his work as pastor of the Albemarle, 
N. C., church. 

Wm, C. Bennett, who has been tak- 
ing graduate work at Union Seminary, 
Va., has begun his work as pastor of 
the Trinity Avenue church, Durham, N. 
C. 

Robt. E. Cogswell from Tunstall, 
Va., to 1545 State St., New Orleans 15, 
La. 

Jan A. McMurray from Atlanta, Ga., 
to 1102 Pidcoke St., Gatesville, Texas. 

Cecil O, Eanes from Cleveland, N. C., 
to Kenova, W. Va., effective Apr. 25. 

Wm. Bryant Hall, formerly at West- 
minster church, Kansas City, has become 
pastor of the Boonville, Mo., church. 

Alberto Luna from San Benito to the 
Mexican church, 513 Sam Rankin St., 
Corpus Christi, Texas. 

D. M. McGeachy from Bessemer City, 
N. C., to Wade, N: C. 

Cameron D. L. Mosser from Atkin- 
son, N. C., to 518 Julian St., Greensboro, 
N. C. 

J. M. Williams from Dallas, Texas, to 
Crystal Springs, Miss. 

Basil V. Hicks from Arkadelphia, 
Ark., to First church, Hazard, Ky., Apr. 
15. 

Everett K. Brown and James R. 
Crook, Union Seminary seniors, have in- 
dicated their willingness to accept calls 
to churches in Asheville Presbytery; Mr. 
Brown at Bryson City, N. C., and Mr. 
Crook at the Murphy and Hayesville 
churches. 

J. Ernest Somerville, formerly of Bal- 
fron, Sterlingshire, Scotland, has _ be- 
come pastor of the Central Park church, 
Birmingham, Ala. 


SMYTH LECTURERS 

This year’s Smyth lectures at Colum- 
bia Seminary, Decatur, Ga., will be de- 
livered May 17-21 by Otto A. Piper of 
Princeton Seminary. Next year’s Smyth 
lecturer will be Lewis J. Sherrill of 
Louisville Seminary. 





THE PRINCETON INSTITUTE OF 
THEOLOGY 

July 11 to 21, 1949 
Many courses by prominent leaders from 
this country and abroad. Ten days of edu- 
cation and inspiration. For full particu- 
lars please address: 

J. Christy Wilson 
PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

Princeton, New Jersey 


DEATH 


Samuel Lee Cathey, 81, died at the 
home of his son in Statesville, N. C., 
Mareh 14. Before his retirement in 
1946, Mr. Cathey had served as pastor 
of the Rutherfordton, Forest City, Mt. 
Holly and Concord N. C. 
churches. 


(Loray), 


COLLEGE PRESIDENT 


Will W. Orr, a native of Charlotte, 
N. G., and a product of the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian church, 
elected president of 
Princeton Seminary. 


has been 
Westminster Col- 
Next year’s Smyth 


lege (United Presbyterian) in New wa. 
mington, Pa. For the past 10 years Dr. 
Orr has been a pastor in Des Moines, Ig. 
FRATERNAL DELEGATE 

Harrison Ray Anderson, Fourth 
church, Chicago, has been named the 
fraternal delegate from the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, to the General Assembly 
of the US church in May. Invitations 
to attend the USA Assembly at Buffalo, 
May 19-25, have been sent to C, Darby 
Fulton and the moderators of other 
Presbyterian and Reformed Assemblies 
of the nation. 
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